City of Stoughton, 207 S. Forrest Street, Stoughton W1 53589

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL

Resolution declaring the second Monday of October as “Indigenous Peoples’ Day” in the City of
Stoughton

Committee Action: CACP recommended approval 5-0 on August 4, 2020

Fiscal Impact: None

File Number: R-153-2020 Date Introduced:  September 22, 2020

WHEREAS, Stoughton was founded in the region known to the Ho-Chunk people as Teejop,
encompassing the four major lakes in what is now the Madison area,

WHEREAS, Ho-Chunk people lived, farmed, and buried their relatives all around what is now known as
Lake Kegonsa, as summarized in Exhibit A of this document,

WHEREAS, thousands of miners illegally entered Ho-Chunk lands to mine lead ore as the United States
expanded westward,

WHEREAS, the United States took possession of all Ho-Chunk lands south of the Wisconsin river in an
1832 treaty with the threat of military force behind it, displacing the Ho-Chunk people to a series of
reservations,

WHEREAS, many Ho-Chunk people resisted several rounds of removals for decades, returning to their
homeland and maintaining a constant presence to this day,

WHEREAS, Stoughton was founded in the Teejop region 15 years after this treaty,

WHEREAS, the oppression and colonization of native peoples continues in this country to this day
through actions such as oil pipeline construction, uranium extraction, and refusal to honor treaties,

WHEREAS, though Stoughton does not officially observe Columbus day, this resolution was drafted in
the context of a movement to replace Columbus Day nationwide, and our country’s continued celebration
of Columbus on this date is an act of mythmaking that celebrates a man who killed and enslaved
indigenous peoples of the Caribbean, and who never reached the land that would become the United States,

WHEREAS, the City of Stoughton would like present and future generations to memorialize the profound
loss indigenous peoples have experienced, to commend their resilience, and to empower them going
forward,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the city of Stoughton does
hereby affirm and proclaim that the second Monday of October shall be known as Indigenous Peoples’
Day.



Council Action: |:| Adopted |:| Failed Vote

Mayoral Action: I:I Accept |:| Veto

Tim Swadley, Mayor Date

Council Action: |:| Override Vote




EXHIBIT A

RED GATES ARCHAEOLOGY LLC

HO-CHUNK PEOPLE IN THE STOUGHTON AREA

It is well known that Native American people have inhabited the area around Stoughton
for many millennia with several very early sites being recorded along the Yahara River
between Lake Waubesa and the city limits. When we move forward in time to the 19t
century, there is more than ample documentation of a substantial Ho-Chunk presence
in the Stoughton area that includes villages, garden beds, maple sugar camps, trails
and cemetery areas. Details concerning accuracy, timelines, individual leaders and the
meaning of these places is best addressed by Bill Quackenbush, the Ho-Chunk Nation’s
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO).

In the broadest sense the Stoughton area sits between three loci of concentrated Ho-
Chunk activity. To the north were a series of communities around Lakes Mendota,
Monona and Waubesa, while to the southeast, Lake Koshkonong was surrounded by
substantial settlements such at those at Crab Apple Point and White Crow’s village at
Carcajou Point. In addition, the region to the southwest contained a series of villages
along the Sugar River from Broadhead to New Glarus. At the later location leaders like
Spotted Arm and others were engaged in extensive lead mining and smelting at the
Sugar River Diggings near Exeter. The trails that connected these areas are clearly
visible in the original USGLO maps of the area.

In the Stoughton area the Ho-Chunk villages and fields are recorded in various locations
around Lake Kegonsa and near the trading post of Abe Rasdall. Lake Kegonsa itself is
an artificial native sounding name created by later Americans. The orginal Ho-Chunk
name is said to have been Hard Maple Grove Lake, a very specific label pertaining to
this body of water. The name was derived from the large grove of sugar maples that
once stood on the peninsula jutting into the west side of the lake. This peninsula was
referred to by early settlers as Sugar Bush Point and is now called Williams Point after a
prominent landowner and recreational developer. Although people often believe that the
Ho-Chunk left the area after the forced removals of the early 1830’s, groups of people
continued to travel through and live on the landscape until the present day. The
archaeological site files report several locations along the Yahara River south of




Stoughton where substantial bands of Ho-Chunk camped well into the 19" century and
likely later. History aside, it is obvious that despite being largely absent from the local
historical narrative, the Ho-Chunk Nation and its people are still very much a part of and
living within the greater Four Lakes Region today.

This brief sketch is in no way exhaustive, but merely a cursory summary of some of the
better known locations where Ho-Chunk people were active around Stoughton. In order
to better understand the depth, complexity and meaning of Ho-Chunk history and ties to
this landscape, the nation must be approached and consulted. If you have any
guestions concerning this information, feel free to contact me at any time.

Philp G. Millhouse PhD, RPA

1009 Summit Avenue, Number 4, Stoughton, Wisconsin 53589

(608)-718-9324, redgatesarchaeology@gmail.com
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